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The concept of interaction

*
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An example: Iconicity (again)
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An example: Sidhu & Pexman
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Model with interaction term
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Standardising the predictors



7

Model with interaction term, using 
standardized predictors
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Interpretation
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Summary

• Interaction: describes a situation where the influence of a predictor 
on the response depends on another predictor. 

lm (y ~ x1*x2, data)
lm (y ~ x1 + x2 + x1:x2, data)

• Center and standardize continuous predictors to facilitate 
interpretation.

• Spend some time interpreting the coefficients!
• If interaction significant, can’t interpret predictors in isolation 

anymore.
• Slope for interaction can be read as: If both predictors increase, 

then ….


